
Faith Talk              - August 30, 2026
Family-Friendly Activity: The Direct Line

Materials needed: 
Two plastic or paper cups
String
Two paper clips
Something to cut or poke holes in the cups

 
Instructions: 
Make a simple “cup telephone” by poking or cutting holes into the center of the bottom of
each cup. Cut your string to the desired length. Push one end of the string from the
outside through the hole in the bottom of the first cup. Tie that end of the string securely
around a paper clip inside the cup, then repeat with the second cup.

Stretch the string out and have family members share messages across the cup
telephone. Try the cup telephone around corners or in places where you can’t see the
other person.

Sit down and talk about it:
How would you feel if you had something really important to say to someone, but you
weren't sure they could hear you?

Let them experiment with the cup phone. Then have one person say something quietly
into the cup while the other listens. Talk about what makes the person confident that the
other person is actually hearing them.

Then connect it to the sermon:
Ask, “How is praying to God different than talking to someone on the phone?” and all your
family members to respond.

Sometimes we can feel like we're talking into the air when we pray. We can't see God,
and we don't always get an immediate answer. But 1 John tells us that when we pray
according to God's will, He hears us. Our confidence in prayer isn't based on whether we
get exactly what we ask for. Our confidence comes from knowing that God hears us and
is faithful.

We don't pray confidently because we know what God will do. We pray confidently
because we know who God is and we know the life we have in His Son.

Close with this:
Have everyone name one person who needs God's help, and pray for that person
together every day this week.
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